
 

 

    

 
Heritage Impact Assessment  

submitted in terms of section 38(4) of the National Heritage Resources Act 

 

8 0   L i e s b e e c k   A v e n u e 

Erf 160695, Cape Town 

 

prepared for 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints  

Version: 13 April 2022 

 

 

prepared by:  

v i d a m e m o r i a   h e r i t a g e   c o n s u l t a n t s 
3rd Floor · Guarantee House· 37 Burg Street· Greenmarket Square P O Box 50605 Waterfront· 8002· Cape Town 

tel: 076 840 9556 / 082 330 4066 · quahnita@vidamemoria.co.za · CK 2006/049087/23 
 

and   

Kathy Dumbrell architectural historian 

SACAP registration no. ST2425 

56 Buitenkant St, Swellendam, 6740 cell +27 (0)824609899 e-mail dumbrell@gmail.com 

 

with 

CAPE TOWN PROPERTY HISTORIES, Jim Hislop 

5 Upper Chamberlain Street, Woodstock, 7925 Cape Town 

Tel: 083 950 9586 Email: wheatfields.windmills@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P h a s e   1   h e r i t a g e   i m p a c t   a s s e s s m e n t   f o r   c o m m e n t  

mailto:quahnita@vidamemoria.co.za
mailto:wheatfields.windmills@gmail.com


 

 1 

Site in context of the Two Rivers Urban park (Google earth, 2021) 

 

 

Executive summary  

 

1. Site Name Erf 160695, Cape Town 

 

2. Location 80 Liesbeeck Avenue, Observatory, Cape Town 

GPS coordinates 33.941321S 18.479884E  

 

3. Locality Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Description of Proposed Development 

The proposal is to construct a temple for the Church of the Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The site is intended for daily 

use by small groups of worshippers at a time. In addition to the temple building, it is proposed to construct an administrative 

unit for the latter-Day Saint congregation and a utility building. The existing mission office and a smaller structure are to be 

assessed for demolition within redevelopment of the site. 

 

5. Consultation  

Heritage Western Cape requires that comment be requested from relevant registered conservation bodies and the relevant 

municipality. This draft phase 1 heritage impact assessment as well as supporting documentation is to be made available 

for a commenting period that will conclude at close of business on 23 May 2022. Submissions received will be included 
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within interim report for submission to the heritage authorities. Note only comments on heritage grounds will be considered 

and late comments will not be considered. Reports will also be made available to the South African Heritage Resources 

Agency (SAHRA) for comment. 

Further to feedback regarding the phase 1 HIA and the assessment of impacts of proposed intervention, interested and 

affected parties will be afforded a further 30-day commenting period. Submissions received during the second commenting 

period will be included within the final report for submission to the heritage authorities.  

 

6. Heritage Resources Identified 

The site lies within the cultural landscape of the Two Rivers Urban Park (TRUP) which possesses high cultural, spiritual, 

social, historical and archaeological value. Significance of TRUP is multi-layered and incorporates both tangible and 

intangible heritage resources. The primary significance for the subject site lies in its association with the Valkenburg werf 

and farm, as well both the old and current Valkenburg Hospitals. This report considered the significance of the site and 

proposes an overall grading of Grade IIIA. 

 

7. Preliminary anticipated impacts on heritage resources 

This report identifies a set of heritage indicators and design informants against which proposed intervention will be assessed. 

Preliminary anticipated impacts to be assessed includes potential visual impact to and across the site, introduction of 

landscaping patterns and the site sensitivity in terms of its location within the Two Rivers Urban Park. Note however that 

assessment of impact on heritage resources is the subject of the phase 2 impact assessment. As indicated, interested and 

affected parties will be afforded a further 30-day commenting period to comment on the phase 2 report.  

 

8. Authors and date 

The heritage team comprises: 

Ö Quahnita Samie (vidamemoria): compiling and submitting impact assessment  

Ö Square One Landscape Architects: visual impact assessment, tree survey and landscape plan represented by Amy 

Feng 

Ö Kathy Dumbrell: specialist heritage input and design informants  

Ö Cape Town Property Histories: Jim Hislop provided historical background  

Ö Katie Smuts provided specialist archaeological input and assessment   

Ö Dr J Pether provided specialist palaeontological input  

Ö Sadia Chand overseeing public engagement  

The date of this report is 13 April 2022 
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1. I N T R O D U C T I O N    

 

1.1 Introduction  

Vidamemoria heritage consultants were appointed by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to undertake the 

notification of intent to develop (NID) and heritage impact assessment (HIA) in accordance with the process as set out in terms 

of Section 38 of the National Heritage Resources Act (NHRAct 25 of 1999) for proposed intervention at Erf 160695, Cape Town 

located at 80 Liesbeek Avenue, Observatory.   

 

Heritage Western Cape (HWC) response to notification of intent to develop signed 20 July 2021 requested a heritage impact 

assessment (Refer Annexure A: Interim HWC comment), stating that the HIA must have specific reference to:  

· Archaeological impact assessment 

· Palaeontological impact assessment 

· Visual impact assessment 

· (as identified) all Two Rovers Urban Park parties an request comments  

 

The purpose of the overall heritage impact assessment is to consider potential impact from a heritage perspective. This phase 1 

report presents historical background, statement of significance, heritage indicators, design informants and preliminary proposed 

intervention. This study emphasises desktop research and draws on detailed site information and fieldwork notes collated by 

heritage team members in order to provide heritage indicators for the heritage impact assessment process. Specialist studies 

are appended in full. Findings and recommendations in relation to potential impact on heritage resources will be considered 

within the phase 2 heritage impact assessment.  

 

The site falls with the Two Rivers Urban Park proposed heritage site. The site was initially proposed as a provincial heritage site 

by the Goringhaicona Khoi Khoin Traditional Indigenous Council, Observatory Civic Association (OCA) in conjunction with the 

Two Rivers Urban Park Association. Further to consideration of the nomination by the provincial heritage resources authority, 

Heritage Western Cape, the site was identified as possessing very high regional significance and recommended for further 

investigation as a Grade 1 heritage resource. The South African Heritage Resources Authority (SAHRA) was thus notified and 

the overall site is currently undergoing the grading process. The nomination process is a separate process and the landowners 

will engage the national authority accordingly once formal notifications are issued.  

 

1.2 Legal framework  

Notification of Intent to Develop (NID) dated 8 June 2021 was submitted to Heritage Western Cape (HWC) as the proposed 

intervention triggers Section 38 of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999). Section 38(1)(c)(i) states that any 

person who intends to undertake a development or other activity which will change the character of a site exceeding 5 000 m2 in 

extent must at the very earliest stages of initiating such a development, notify the responsible heritage resources authority.  In 

fulfilling statutory requirements, this report is compiled in line with requirements of Section 38(3) of the NHRAct and aims to 

provide necessary and relevant information to guide the decision-making process. The final heritage impact assessment will be 

submitted to Heritage Western Cape in terms of Section 38(4) for decision.  
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1.3 Scope of work  

This phase 1 report incorporates:  

· background historical study  

· specialist archaeological and paleontological specialist inputs  

· summary of findings of specialist historical background relevant to the identification of heritage significances of the site 

· identification of heritage significances for the site 

· identification of heritage indicators and design informants based on historical overview and identified significances 

 

1.4 Declaration of Independence  

This is to confirm that the heritage team are independent and have no vested or financial interest in the project proposal being 

either approved or rejected by the relevant authorities. The team comprised Quahnita Samie, Kathy Dumbrell, Jim Hislop, Katie 

Smuts, Dr J Pether, Sadia Chand and Square One Landscape Architects represented by Amy Feng 

 

1.5 Assumptions and limitations 

Ö It is assumed that project information provided is accurate and up to date at the time of finalising this report 

Ö Final heritage impact assessment will outline recommendations further to engagement with interested and affected parties 

 

1.6 Structure of report  

Ö Section 1 introduces the project and considers legal framework, scope of work and site description  

Ö Section 2 considers historical background  

Ö Section 3 provides statement of significance 

Ö Section 4 identifies heritage indicators and design informants  

Ö Section 5 highlights proposed intervention and motivation by applicant   

Ö Section 6 outlines request for consultation   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 6 

 
Figure 1: Metropolitan context: site locality (Google earth, 2021) 

 (Google earth image, February 2016)  
 

1.7 Site location and description   

Erf 160695 located in Observatory, Cape Town. The site is bounded by Liesbeek Avenue (the old access route to the Valkenburg 

opstal) to the west, the remainder of Erf 26439 to the north, Valkenburg Hospital Road to the east, and the Valkenburg Manor 

opstal (Protea Hotel Mowbray, standing on Erven 118877 and 148700) to the south, with the Liesbeek and Black rivers running 

to the west and east respectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The site forms what was once part of Valkenburg / Valkenberg Estate, one of the early free burgher allotments granted along the 

Liesbeek River. Abutting Liesbeek Avenue, the early access road to the Valkenburg opstal, it once formed part of the Porter 

Reformatory and subsequent Valkenburg Mental Hospital and is now owned and occupied by the Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-day Saints Mission. Largely vacant, the site houses one extant pre-1891 house in the north-eastern corner occupied by 

the Church offices, as well as a cluster of mature trees that may have had some relation to the Valkenburg opstal, which lies to 

the south, and now forms part of the Protea Hotel Mowbray complex.   

 

Various landscape features as well as a few structures that stood on the property until the last half of the 20th century have since 

been demolished, and some of the older trees have been cut down over the past few decades. 

 

The broader institutional landscape within which the site sits is also illustrated in Figure 2. The contrast in character between the 

institutional landscape and the suburb of Observatory is clear in that the institutional landscape is set into a park-like setting, 

while Observatory is a dense, late C19th to mid-C20th suburb. 
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Figure 2: Local context: site locality (Google earth, 2021) 

 (Google earth image, February 2016)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 3: Aerial photograph of site looking along the Liesbeek River with Observatory and the Hartleyvale Stadium to the west, 
towards Cape Town and the ocean in the far distance (Arup, 2020) 
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Figure 4: View across site from north eastern corner of the site in a westely direction towards the Liesbeek River and 
Liesbeek Parkway (Image: L Haiden, 2020) 

Figure 5: View across site from eastern portion of the site in a north westely direction towards the 
Liesbeek River and Lisbeek Parkway (Image: L Haiden, 2020) 

 Figure 6: View across site from south eastern portion of the site in a northerly direction towards structures located on site and 
with remains of previous structures in the foregournd  (Image: L Haiden, 2020) 


